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This year’s Nominating Committee has recommended 
three candidates for election to the Governing 
Council, the nine-member body that oversees 

Society finances and policies. The recommendations were 
approved by the current Governing Council. If elected, 
Amend, Eshleman and Mandacina will serve three-year 
terms beginning January 1, 2020. The candidates are:

Mary Amend, CEBS Compliant
Consultant Relationship Manager
Quantum Health
Denver, Colorado

John Eshleman, CEBS Compliant
Director, Benefits
Memorial Hermann Health System
Houston, Texas

Brad Mandacina, CEBS Compliant
Vice President, Director
Lockton Companies
Kansas City, Missouri

Amend is the consultant relationship manager at 
Quantum Health where she educates consultants and 
brokers on the efficacy of benefits navigation and clinical 
care navigation. Amend earned her CEBS designation in 
2013, is an ISCEBS Fellow and is CEBS Compliant. She 
has served the Society as a member of the Professional 
Development and Membership and Local Chapter 
committees. She is a past president of the Colorado 
chapter and is the co-founder of Colorado Emerging Tech 
Consortium, an organization that unites HR leaders from 
growing tech firms to network and learn about 
innovations. She earned a bachelors degree in actuarial 
science from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Eshleman is the director, benefits at Memorial 
Hermann Health System where he is responsible for the 
strategic design, communication and compliance for all 
health and welfare, pension, defined contribution, deferred 
compensation, PTO and tuition reimbursement plans for 
more than 26,000 employees. Eshleman earned his CEBS 
designation in 2009, is an ISCEBS Fellow and is CEBS 
Compliant. He has served the Society as a member of the 
Membership and Local Chapter committee and has served 
as president of the Houston chapter. Within his chapter, 
Eshleman developed a “Benefits Boot Camp” educational 
event that has spread CEBS awareness to the greater 
Houston area. He earned a bachelor of science degree in 
mathematics from the University of Houston and is 
pursuing an M.B.A. degree from Prairie View A&M.

Mandacina is the vice president, director at Lockton 
Companies where he assists employers with evaluating, 
implementing and optimizing the technology used to run 
their business. He provides objective guidance to manage 
the ever-changing technology landscape. Mandacina earned 
his CEBS designation in 2012 and is CEBS Compliant. He 
served the Society as chair of the Symposium Education 
Committee and served the Kansas City chapter as president. 
Mandacina has served as a CEBS instructor within Lockton 
Companies. He earned a bachelor of arts degree from the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Ballots containing the names of these three candidates, 
as well as any other nominees received through the 
petition process, will be mailed to Society members in late 
October. The completed ballots must be postmarked no 
later than November 15 and returned to Society 
headquarters for tabulation.

If no nominations are received via the petition process, 
the mail balloting process will be waived, and the 
candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee will be 
declared elected.

Brad Mandacina, CEBS
Three-year term

John Eshleman, CEBS
Three-year term
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